
            12 May 2020 

Dear Friends of Siyabambisana 

At the beginning of April, after a discussion between the Pastor of the Hermannsburg Peter-Paul Congregation, Rene 

Risch, and the Hermannsburg School principal, Trevor Harbottle, and then a follow-up discussion between Rene Risch, 

and a resident of the Hermannsburg village, Sven Mahlzahn, we decided that it was important and necessary to reach 

out to the rural community in Umhlazana, just a stone’s throw away from the Hermannsburg School and village.  

Many of the residents there have lost their income opportunities due to the COVID-19 pandemic and are battling to 

put food on their tables, and many of them already live in poverty. We reached out to the community through the 

Community Committee that exists there and asked them how we could help in an practical way. It was decided to cook 

meals for them and deliver these meals to the local crèche, where the residents could come and collect them.  

We decided on a voucher system where the members of the local Community Committee would hand out vouchers 

to the needy families and on presentation of the vouchers, we would supply them with whatever we have available 

on the day. To date we have provided over 100 meals on 6 separate occasions, starting on Saturday 18 April, and every 

Wednesday and Saturday thereafter. 

We have been blessed by the generosity shown by the residents of the Hermannsburg village and congregation who 

have donated food, money as well as time – lots of it – to help prepare the meals. Without their help we would not be 

able to do what we are doing. We have prepared the following meals: a hearty vegetable soup, samp-and-beans (on 

three occasions), a chicken and butternut soup, and a cabbage, carrot and soya mince one-pot! This involves getting 

together, not just on the day but beforehand, to prepare stock by boiling meaty bones and rinsing and soaking the 

beans and samp a day in advance. A big thank you goes to everyone who has chopped and cut, and stirred and dished 

up, you are heroes in our eyes. 

We are also extremely grateful to the many wonderful friends in Germany who have reached deep into their pockets 

to raise over 3000 Euro’s to finance the start of this project. This has been a tremendous help, without which we could 

not continue. We are deeply appreciative of the generosity displayed by people on the other side of the planet, and 

for trusting us to use their funds responsibly and transparently. Vielen Dank, wir schätzen es sehr! 

South Africans from all over our country have also opened their hearts to this initiative and have donated funds into 

our account, for which we are also very appreciative. A large part of this came from an initiative from our headmaster 

Mr Harbottle and our head of boys boarding, Mr Torlage, who had their heads shaved live on social media to raise 

funds for us. A big thank you also to the Hermannsburg Peter Paul Congregation for their generosity in donating money 

and food, containers and masks, and especially for the use of the kitchen to prepare the meals. We have been able to 

provide a loaf of bread every time we served a meal and, thanks to generous donations, we have also provided Maas 

(anonymous sponsor), Amahewu (from NTE Factory), maize meal (from Min Cash Food Town) and fortified porridge 

(from Dalton Spar). It is just wonderful to see how so many people have rallied to work together!  

This is why we have decided to call our project ‘Siyabambisana’, which is a Zulu word meaning: we work together! 

Without everyone’s help this wonderful work could not happen. 

Our dream is for this project to exist not only during this pandemic but to continue with it afterwards and to include 

the scholars of the Hermannsburg School in sustaining this project. The economic effects of our countries lockdown 

will be felt long after the virus has been conquered, and we want to play our part in alleviating hardships caused by it.  



For this reason, we would like to appeal for your continued support of our project. 

We know that we cannot sustain what we are doing in the current format, i.e. cooking over 100 meals twice a week, 

because at some point many of us have to return to work and will not have the time to be as involved as we are now, 

but we know we will definitely continue: we will move and grow with time and continue to help where we can; we will 

continue to discover different ways of helping and feel very privileged to do so. 

Some pictures so that you can see where your donations have gone: 

  
Locals help in dishing up the prepared meal The local crèche acts as the collection point 

  
Physical distancing rules are adhered to. Even the little one’s know about physical distancing 

  
Big smiles and gratitude The Hermannsburg School has been awesome with their 

support 



   
The local Hermannsburg village residents have been tremendous! Our resident policeman has been a 

big help 

   
A lot of time has gone into preparing meals with love and care, making sure that every meal is tasty 

   
           Transporting the food on the back of the school pick-up    

    
Preparing stock chopping loads of cabbage Samp & Beans Amahewu, porridge and 

bread 

 


