
Liturgy for use at home for the Sunday  
"1st Sunday after Epiphany" (10.01.2021) 

  

Prelude:  

 

The Watchword for this week is found in Romans 8, 14: For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 

children of God. 

 

Song/Hymn: LH 156 
1 Jesus has come, and brings joy as our Saviour, 

Alpha and Omega, see he is here! 

Mighty Creator, and strong to deliver, 

God and yet human, to us he draws near. 

Christians, proclaim him, the same now and ever: 

Jesus has come, and brings joy as our Saviour. 

 

2 Jesus has come; as the King he is reigning; 

sing of his mercy and praise his great might. 

Loving and gracious, your hearts he is claiming; 

open them, then, to your Lord with delight. 

Think of his love and the crown you are gaining; 

Jesus has come; as the King he is reigning. 

 

4 Jesus has come and his grace is bestowing, 

comes with his mercy, each longing to still. 

Life-giving waters for all are now flowing; 

come, all who thirst, come and drink, all who will. 

Great is the mercy and love he is showing: 

Jesus has come and his grace is bestowing. 

 

5 Jesus our Saviour is Lord now and ever: 

Hurry all nations to own him in faith 

Throng to his banner, and pledge him forever: 

‘To you we belong and will serve you to death’ 

Spread all his Gospel,  His truth never fails us: 

Tell of this Saviour, our Lord now and forever 

 

Let us pray with words from Psalm 89, 1-4.26-29 

1 I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through 

all generations. 

2 I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you have established your faithfulness in heaven 

itself. 

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant, 

4 ‘I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.’ ” 

26 He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, the Rock my Savior.’ 

27 And I will appoint him to be my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of the earth. 

28 I will maintain my love to him forever, and my covenant with him will never fail. 

29 I will establish his line forever, his throne as long as the heavens endure. 

 

Prayer (Let us pray)  

Almighty and merciful God, we thank you that you took on human form through Jesus Christ, your Son, in 

order to redeem us from everything that separates us from you. We pray to you: help us to accept your 



sacrifice so that we can recognize you in our midst and that your work on us may be completed. Through 

Jesus Christ, your dear Son, who lives and rules with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen 

 

The Epistle/Old Testament Reading is found in Romans 12, 1-8 

1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern 

of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 

what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of 

you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, 

in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with 

many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form 

one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given 

to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then 

serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 

generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
  

Hymn: LH 217 
1 O Christ, our true and only light, 

enlighten those who sit in night, 

let those far off now hear your voice, 

and in your fold with us rejoice. 

 

2 Fill with the radiance of your grace 

the souls now lost in error's maze, 

and all whom in their secret minds  

some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 

3 O gently call those gone astray, 

that they may find the saving way; 

let every conscience sore oppressed 

in you find peace and heavenly rest. 

 

4 O make the deaf to hear your word, 

and teach the dumb to speak, dear Lord –  

all those who tremble to express 

the faith their secret hearts confess. 

 

5 Shine on the darkened and the cold, 

recall the wanderers to your fold, 

unite all those who stand apart, 

confirm the weak and doubting heart; 

 

6 so that they may with us adore 

your wondrous grace forevermore, 

and endless praise to you be given 

by all your church in earth and heaven. 

 

The Gospel reading is taken from the Gospel of Matthew 3, 13-17 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, 

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is 

proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, 

he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 

am well pleased.” 
 



Let us confess our faith with words from the Apostolic Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, dead and buried.  

He descended into the realm of the dead, the third day He rose again from the dead,  

He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty,  

from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn: LH 39 
1 O Christ, our Lord eternal, 

the Father's only Son, 

in God's word it is written 

that you and he are one. 

You are the radiant morning star, 

brighter than any other; 

your glory shines afar. 

 

2 Born as a human being, 

you came in these last days, 

so that we do not perish, 

lost in our evil ways. 

Now death must bow to you as Lord, 

and you have opened heaven; 

our life is now restored. 

 

3 O let us grow in knowledge 

of you and of your love, 

that we are always faithful 

and serve you while we live. 

So come into our hearts again 

that we may taste your sweetness 

and thirst for you alone. 

 

Sermon: Watchword for the Year 2021: Jesus Christus says: Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

Lukas 6,36 

 

Dear Congregation, I find conversations about God very exciting, especially about what role God plays in our 

lives. And these conversations often take place in times of crisis, where we then ask the following questions: 

Does He sympathize or does human misery leave Him untouched? Does He have any say in our world or does 

He leave that to the worldly rulers? Is He just or unjust, almighty or helpless, heartless or merciful? When I 

think about God and who He is, then it helps me the most to look at what Jesus says about God - that's my 

most important guideline. And what does He say? 

 

“God is merciful”, says Jesus in the Gospel of Luke, in chapter 6. A chapter where he makes it very clear that 

the Sabbath is there for people and not the other way around, a chapter where he selects his 12 disciples and 

then makes it very clear who God is and who they can be, and above all that they should love their enemies. 

Here it becomes very clear for me who God is. And at the end of his talk, and just before he comes to our 

watchword for the year, we hear that we should love our enemies. Be merciful as your Father is merciful. 

i.o.w: be nice to the ungrateful and the wicked! That is the context of our watchword! 

 

And Jesus says this not only to his disciples, but to the crowd that has gathered around him and his disciples. 

He says this precisely to these people who are marginalized, who are among the outcasts, and does not only 



say it, but lives it. They have tangibly experienced His mercy. And now Jesus invites them, and I believe us 

as well, to go into the world and be merciful ourselves. He invites you to change your life: "Be merciful as 

your Father is merciful." And to whom should we be Merciful? 

 

Well, exactly to the people who are ungrateful and wicked. And even more than that: The doctor Luke tells 

most of the healing stories in his Gospel. This means he does not direct his attention to the mighty, but to the 

little people, the weak and burdened: the sick, shepherds, whores, widows, orphans, the “tax collectors and 

sinners”. The disciples, and we too, should be merciful to these people. Their suffering touches the heart of 

Jesus and drives him to people and places that most people avoid. He is there where the strong would never 

seek the Messiah sent by God, where they would not think of going there themselves. 

 

It already started with his birth, which we just celebrated. The strong, the mighty, who thought they knew 

everything about God, could not have suspected that he would appear in a manger. They probably didn't really 

know God. And when we talk about God, what do we mean where he is? Here too I look for answers in the 

gospel: 

 

Luke says in the whole of his gospel that God is there where He can show mercy. That is where God can be 

found. And that's where we get to know him best. In this child God himself comes into the world in the 

darkness of his beloved creation. God coming down to become human is his "core quality", that is the core of 

his mercy: that he comes down. God's mercy becomes tangible in Jesus. 

 

For me that means that whoever encounters Jesus and His mercy, experiences salvation and healing, in the 

here and now. God loves and has mercy on his human children, and that includes me. He is continually looking 

for the lost and celebrating those who are found again. In the synagogue of Nazareth, Jesus quotes the 

prophetic word from Isaiah 61: 1-2, and He means himself: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 

4:18, 19). When we talk and think about God, this is an important verse to understand God. Here we discover 

that it is His nature to be merciful to the weak. 

 

But it doesn't stop there: Luke says in his Gospel that all who follow Jesus are part of His history and are 

called to help shape His kingdom, and that includes us. And what's the best way to do that? Exactly what our 

watchword says: "Be merciful as your father is merciful." Regardless of how others live: "Be merciful!" We 

should not orientate ourselves on the behaviour of other people; not even about what comes out of it for 

ourselves. The only decisive factor is God's passionate mercy, which comes to us “undeservedly” through his 

grace and faithfulness. His mercy should be an example to us! 

But isn't that asking too much of us? When it comes to mercy, I believe we humans quickly reach our limits. 

But we don't need to despair of having to do it on our own. No, it is the Spirit of God who has given us the 

strength to do so for generations. We just have to rely on God again and again and through prayer ask him for 

strength. 

 

And one final thought on this topic is particularly important to me: God's mercy changes me and helps me to 

be merciful to others, but it also helps me to be merciful to myself. “Be merciful as your Father is merciful.” 

Even with ourselves. We often forget that in our faith, where we keep hearing about being merciful to others, 

but we often forget that we can only really be merciful to others when we are merciful with ourselves! 

 

And that's why I believe Jesus' call is not asking too much. Because I encounter God's mercy in Jesus, I can 

be merciful myself. It is good for me to hear that HE accepts me with my questions and doubts and that I can 

call him father. His heart beats for his children, especially the little ones and the weak. I am safe and secure 

with him. And when I feel safe, then I am free to be compassionate myself. 

 

It is my prayer that His presence and love will change me and make me a more merciful person. And when I 

feel his mercy, then I can, then I must no longer be indifferent when someone needs my mercy. Yes, as a 

Christian I am asked to be merciful and would like to recognize again and again when, where and how I can 

be merciful to my neighbour – but I can only do that because HE was first of all merciful to me. Amen 



 

 

Hymn: LH 435 

Christians now praise ye  

God the all merciful; 

Glad anthems raise ye, 

Heed ye His loving invitation; 

Come and rejoice in His free salvation. 

 

God the Lord rei-gns, 

Ruler of Earth and Heaven; 

King he remains, 

Homage to Him is given. 

Angelic Hosts who stand before Him, 

Joyfully worshipping, e’er adore Him. 

 

Cast off your sadness, 

All ye in heathendom: 

Come ye with Gladness, 

To the green pastures come; 

There his blest word abroad is sounding, 

Offering pardon and grace unbounding. 

 

Prayer of intercession 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, you became one of us through Jesus Christ, to make us your children. Daily 

You let us feel your love and mercy. We thank you for this and ask of you: 

Make us strong through your righteousness, fill us with your love, so that we too may love, and that your 

work may be completed. 

For many people, violence still seems to be the means of choice to assert their interests. We ask of you: put 

an end to this. Give us strength to face the violence we encounter. 

And so we pray to you for the people who suffer violence through political conflict, war and hatred between 

peoples. Today we think especially of the people in Israel and Palestine who suffer from the ongoing 

conflict and have been hurt, who can no longer love. Don't let your love ever disappear. Let those 

responsible see that violence only creates losers and guide them on the path of peace, no matter how difficult 

it is. 

We pray for the people who suffer violence through other people: in marriage and family, in the streets, in 

the dark of night, through words and deeds. Don't let anyone raise their hand at another. Always show new 

ways that lead to one another, ways of trust, of understanding, ways of love and mercy, ways of building 

each other up. At least let us recognize these paths and help that they are also walked. 

Lord God, you have set us free from all guilt. Let us not become arrogant, but rather teach us humility and 

gratitude. 

Let the power of your love become noticeable to the sick and dying, but also to the powerful who no longer 

have confidence in love. 

Let us see that you love everyone and fill us with the courage that is necessary to carry your word - your 

gospel - to those who let themselves be captured by the addictions of this world. Get us ready to face you 

when your day comes. 

Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name 

Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those that sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, Now and forever 



  

Blessing: 

The Lord bless us and keep us; 

The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us; 

The Lord turn his face toward us and give us peace 

Amen 

 

Postlude:   

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

The collection for this Sunday is for the Hermannsburg School.  

 

Please consider doing an EFT into your congregation’s account:  

 

Account Details: ABSA Bank - Account Number: 4049040089 - Reference Col10Jan 

 
 


